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Abstract

This research is extracted from my thesis entitled “Authentication and
Impugnment through Gestures by Imam Ahmad and Their Impact on
the Narrator’s Status.” The study aims to collect the gestures used by
Imam Ahmad to authenticate or weaken the narrators for whom these
gestures were employed, interpret their meanings, and explain their
implications. This was done by comparing them with his other
statements and the evaluations of other scholars of al-Jarh wa al-
Ta'dil (criticism and praise of narrators), in order to determine the
most accurate judgment and the impact of these gestures on each
narrator’s status.

In the methodology of the scholars of al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil, a gesture is
considered equivalent to a verbal statement—though expressed not by
the tongue, but by a bodily movement. The study covered a total of 50
gestures, of which 48 indicated impugnment and 2 indicated
authentication. Among them, 24 gestures were accompanied by
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another statement or action, while 26 were not. This study collected

and analyzed the gestures used by Imam Ahmad, compared them with

his other remarks and those of other critics, and finally presented the

conclusions and the effects of these gestures on the status of each

narrator.

Keywords: Documentation by movement, according to Imam
Ahmad, and its effect on the narrator's rank.
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