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Abstract

The conflict between al-Amin and al-Ma'mun erupted between 193 AH and 198 AH, following
the death of Caliph Harun al-Rashid. The caliphate was divided between al-Amin and al-
Ma'mun, with al-Amin assuming the caliphate in Baghdad and al-Ma'mun governing Khurasan.
This division proved unsuitable for the political and military realities, and the conflict between
the two brothers gradually escalated, culminating in a civil war. Al-Ma'mun began adopting
Mu'tazilite thought, which posed an intellectual challenge to al-Amin, who adhered to
traditional Sunni doctrine. As a result of the ongoing war between the brothers, many cities,
particularly Baghdad, a major cultural center, suffered destruction, widespread poverty, and
instability in some areas. These disturbances contributed to strained relations between Arabs
and Persians, especially after al-Ma'mun appointed Persians to high-ranking positions.
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