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Abstract

Arabic humor (the nukta or joke) is characterized by its unexpected
use of language, relying on wordplay, paradox, and simplified
wisdom. Arabs utilized it as a means to express satirical social and
political criticism and to highlight the contradictions of daily life.
These jokes are often derived from folk tales or anecdotes, carrying a
profound message despite their apparent simplicity. This humorous
expression was clearly reflected in Arabic proverbs, which served as a
free outlet for repressed desires and a rich source for evening
entertainment (samar) and artistic creativity.

Keywords
Arabic Proverbs, The Joke (Al-Nukta), Jamharat al-Amthal, Abu
Hilal al-‘Askarf.
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