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Abstract:
Usul scholars and commentators have traditionally addressed the
topics of the letters of meaning in their books, because legal texts
cannot be properly understood unless the meanings of these letters
are understood. They have generally considered linguistic studies as
an introduction to the fundamentals of Islamic sciences. This is be—
cause knowledge of the fundamentals, particularly the principles of
jurisprudence, depends on knowledge of the classical language, as the
Holy Qunan and the Prophetic Sunnah are found in it. Therefore,
it is impossible to derive rulings and understand meanings from the
Qunan and Sunnah without a knowledge of the language.
In light of this, it can be said that scholars of the principles of juris—
prudence and commentators have recognized the importance of the
letters of meaning. Therefore, in this research, I will point to the role
of the preposition (ba>) — as a model — in interpretation and explaining
the rulings resulting from its meanings. I have divided the topic into
two sections. In the first, I explain the agreed—upon meanings of ba.
In the second, I examine the issue of wiping the head during ablu-
tion and the amount to be wiped, based on the disagreement among
commentators and jurists regarding the meaning of ba in the word
«bi-raoosukum.»
Keywords: ba, letters of meaning, wiping the head.
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