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Abstract:

This study explores the theological dilemma of determinism and free will in light
of recent advances in biotechnology, particularly gene-editing technologies such as
CRISPR. It investigates how these scientific developments raise profound theolog-
ical questions regarding the boundaries of human agency vis-a-vis divine will. The
research begins by analyzing the classical Islamic doctrines of determinism and free
will as articulated in the Qur’an and the Prophetic tradition, with special attention to
the perspectives of major theological schools - Ash‘arl, Maturidi, and Mu 'tazill - on
the relationship between human actions and divine power. It then highlights how this
doctrinal debate has shaped the perception of the human body as a divine trust and
as a creation originally endowed with perfection. The study further distinguishes be-
tween therapeutic genetic interventions, which aim to cure diseases, and enhancement
interventions that attempt to redesign or improve human beings beyond their natural
state. By drawing this distinction, the research examines the implications of gene ed-
iting for human freedom, moral responsibility, and the theological concept of human
limitation, in light of Islamic creed that emphasizes the perfection of divine creation
and the limits of human agency. The study argues that gene editing should not be ap-
proached merely as a technical or medical issue, but rather as a theological challenge
engaging core doctrines of divine creativity, destiny, and natural law. It concludes
that Islamic theology provides a critical framework capable of guiding the ethical
and theological discourse on biotechnology, maintaining a balance between scientific
advancement and the preservation of human dignity and primordial nature as affirmed
by revelation. This study thus opens a new horizon in contemporary Islamic theology
by connecting the classical debate on determinism and free will with cutting-edge
biotechnological issues.

Keywords: Determinism, Free Will, Islamic Theology, Gene Editing, Biotechnol-
ogy.
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