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Abstract:-

This study aims to shed light on the impact
of Ashura rituals on the social situation in Iran
during the Safavid and Qajar periods. Ashura
rituals are a central part of the religious and
cultural identity of the Shiite community and have
undergone significant development in form and
content over time, influenced by surrounding
political and social contexts. The research
analyzes the role of these rituals in strengthening
collective identity, promoting social mobilization,
and influencing various aspects of cultural and
political life. The findings show that Ashura
rituals have significantly contributed to enhancing
the cultural and religious identity of Iranian
society, serving as a fundamental factor in
solidifying Shiite values and fostering communal
belonging. They also played a prominent role as a
tool for mass mobilization, enabling their use in
promoting loyalty to governments or resisting
political and social injustices. These rituals have
experienced continuous evolution, transitioning
from simple practices to organized events with
profound cultural and social significance, such as
ta'ziya (passion plays) and mourning processions,
which reflect the values of sacrifice and justice.
Furthermore, Ashura rituals have fostered social
solidarity among various classes, uniting the rich
and the poor, the elites and the general public,
creating an atmosphere of mutual support and

social cohesion. The rituals were also influenced

by political contexts, as the Safavid and Qajar
governments utilized them to bolster their political
legitimacy. Conversely, they faced restrictions in
later periods, reflecting their dynamic relationship
with successive political systems. Finally, the
study highlights the significant role of Ashura
rituals in enriching arts and popular culture,
serving as a source of inspiration for numerous
creative works that expressed the human values

derived from the Karbala tragedy. This study

underscores the importance of Ashura rituals in
shaping social identity and promoting human
values within Shiite communities, as well as their
evolving role in interacting with historical and
political transformations.

Key words: Ashura rituals, cultural and
religious  identity,  political and  social
transformations, Iranian society, solidarity and
social cohesion.
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