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Abstract

This study aims to examine the rhetoric of intertextuality in The Stone of
Happiness by Azher Jirjis, through an analysis of how religious, mythological,
folkloric, and philosophical texts intertwine within the fabric of the novel, and
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how this intertextuality influences the shaping of both narrative structure and

meaning. The research begins by defining rhetoric as the art of persuasion and
influence, and intertextuality as an interactive textual mechanism that re-produces
earlier and contemporary meanings within a new vision. Through a detailed
textual analysis of the novel’s structure and events, the study reveals the ways in
which Jirjis employed various forms of intertextuality, demonstrating that
intertextuality is not merely an ornamental narrative technique, but rather a

rhetorical device with aesthetic and intellectual functions.

The study shows that intertextuality in The Stone of Happiness played a central
role in shaping the protagonist’s existential experience, as the text evolved into a
polyphonic discourse that transcends the boundaries of the individual story to
connect with a broader cultural and philosophical sphere. The novel integrates
Qur’anic texts that reframe questions of existence, guilt, and innocence, alongside
popular myths; it also invokes existential philosophy, affirming that the
protagonist’s suffering is not an isolated personal experience, but rather part of a

broader human dilemma concerning happiness, death, and nothingness.

The research concludes that the rhetoric of intertextuality in the novel represents a
creative mechanism for reshaping meaning, by constructing a network of textual
relations that contribute to the formation of a dialogic discourse open to

interpretation, capable of encompassing both past and present simultaneously.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Intertextuality, Novel.
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