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Abstract
This study examines local administration in regions distant from the center of the Islamic Caliphate, using
Khurasan and Ifriqiya as comparative case studies during the Umayyad and early Abbasid periods. The research
aims to analyze the nature of provincial governance (wilaya), the scope of governors’ powers, the relationship
between the central authority and peripheral regions, and the role of local administration in political stability or
the emergence of autonomous tendencies.
The study employs a historical-analytical approach supported by a comparative method, drawing on historical
narratives and political-legal texts. By comparing Khurasan and Ifriqiya, the research highlights how
geographical distance, social composition, and strategic importance shaped administrative practices. The findings
demonstrate that the Islamic administrative system was characterized by considerable flexibility, allowing

effective governance over diverse regions. However, the expansion of governors’ authority in peripheral
provinces, combined with periods of weakened central oversight, contributed to major political transformations,
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including the fall of the Umayyad Caliphate through Khurasan and the rise of semi-autonomous regional regimes
in Ifrigiya.

The study concludes that local administration was not merely an executive mechanism but a decisive factor in
shaping the political trajectory of the Islamic state. Understanding center—periphery relations is therefore essential
for interpreting power dynamics and political change in Islamic history.

Keywords: Local Administration, Wilaya, Khurasan, Ifriqiya, Islamic State, Center—Periphery Relations.
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