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Abstract
Keywords This study aimed to examine the nature of the relationship between students’ sense of school belonging and
School the regulation of aggressive behavior among preparatory school students affiliated with the Sunni Endowment
Belonging, in Baghdad. School belonging is considered a fundamental factor in shaping students’ personalities and
Aggressive regulating their behavior. The study employed a descriptive—correlational design as the most appropriate
Behavior, approach for exploring psychological and educational variables. The sample consisted of 148 male and female
Physical students in the fourth preparatory grade, representing a critical developmental stage characterized by
Aggression, significant behavioral and emotional changes. Two main instruments were used: the School Belonging Scale
Verbal comprising 14 items measuring students’ sense of acceptance, support, and integration within the school
Aggression, environment, and the Aggressive Behavior Regulation Scale, which included 15 items covering three
Internal dimensions—physical aggression, verbal aggression, and internal anger. Statistical analyses (correlation,
Anger. regression, and ANOVA) revealed a significant and relatively strong relationship between school belonging
and overall regulation of aggressive behavior. The strongest association emerged with physical aggression,
followed by verbal aggression, whereas the relationship with internal anger was weaker but still statistically
significant. These findings suggest that enhancing students’ sense of belonging substantially reduces physical
and verbal aggressive behaviors, while partially mitigating internalized anger. The study concludes that
schools, as educational and social environments, can act as protective contexts against aggressive behaviors by
fostering belonging and acceptance. This highlights the need for school administrators and teachers to
implement programs and activities that strengthen students’ psychological and social connectedness to their
schools and provide a more supportive and inclusive climate.
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