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Abstract:

Baghdad faces an escalating urban challenge represented by the rapid spread of
informal and unregulated housing, a phenomenon with complex economic,
social, and spatial dimensions. This expansion has resulted from the accumulation
of multiple pressures, most notably low-income levels, declining purchasing
power, rising unemployment rates, internal displacement, and weak urban
planning policies. In the absence of adequate housing alternatives, informal
settlements have become the only viable option for a large segment of the
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population unable to afford formal housing. Consequently, this phenomenon has
negatively affected municipal performance and the quality of the urban living
environment.

This study relies on statistical data and quantitative indicators to track the changes
in the size and distribution of informal settlements in Baghdad between 2013 and
2023, using an estimated annual growth rate to measure their expansion. Spatial
analysis reveals that the peripheral areas of the city have been the most affected,
while smaller clusters have also emerged in central districts due to population
pressure and high real estate prices.

The findings indicate a clear positive correlation between poverty rates and the
expansion of informal housing. Low household income and limited employment
opportunities have driven individuals to reside in unplanned areas characterized
by poor infrastructure and inadequate public services. The study also shows that
the absence of targeted housing programs for vulnerable groups, along with weak
enforcement of land-use regulations, has contributed to the persistence and
growth of this phenomenon.

The study concludes that addressing this issue requires integrated urban policies
focused on poverty alleviation, improving living conditions, and developing
affordable housing projects, in addition to expanding infrastructure and
restructuring municipal systems. It further recommends strengthening oversight
of unplanned urban expansion, enforcing urban planning laws, and integrating
existing informal settlements into the urban fabric through rehabilitation and
upgrading programs. The results emphasize that tackling the problem without
addressing its underlying economic and social causes will lead to only short-term
and partial solutions. Finally, the study highlights the urgent need for active
partnerships among governmental institutions, the private sector, and community
organizations to develop sustainable housing programs, while integrating poverty
reduction strategies into broader urban development plans to curb the future
spread of informal settlements and the deterioration of municipal services.
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