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Abstract:

The symbolism of the bird in ancient Persian and Babylonian
traditions shows that myth is not merely a tale, but a cultural discourse
that reveals how ancient peoples conceived of the cosmic order, good and
evil, life and death. Thus, the comparison between the Simurgh in Persian
mythology and Anzu in Babylonian mythology makes it clear that the
bird was not just a mythical creature, but a profound symbol reflecting
humanity’s ancient vision of the world and existence. The Persians
regarded the Simurgh as a celestial, mountain-dwelling being endowed
with wisdom and knowledge, playing the role of guide and protector,
restoring balance and granting immortality. In this sense, it represented an
optimistic, reformative tendency that saw higher powers as a support for
human beings in facing evil and adversity. In contrast, the Babylonians
depicted Anzu in an entirely opposite manner: as a rebellious thief who
became a symbol of chaos and destructive force outside the divine order,
with order restored only after his defeat.
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This contrast between the two symbols reveals a fundamental
difference in cosmic and cultural perception between the two
civilizations: the Persian vision celebrates harmony, healing, and the
continuity of life, while the Babylonian vision centers on the eternal
struggle between order and chaos, and the fear of cosmic imbalance.
Thus, Simurgh and Anzu represent not only mythical creatures, but also
two distinct philosophies: one optimistic and reformative, inclined toward
protecting and renewing life, and the other fatalistic and conflict-driven,

viewing the cosmos as a perpetual arena of tension between the forces of
good and evil.
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