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Abstract;
The study shows that the modernization of Ethiopia’s military in-
stitution unfolded gradually by marrving a legacy of popular mo-
bilization with a professional standing core centered on the Im-
perial Guard and officer academies. The Fascist invasion and the
1935-1941 war exposed the limits of traditional structures and pro-
pelled the centralization of military decision-making and an insti-
tutional rebuild supported by British and Swedish missions, culmi-
nating in the early 1950s with a U S, partnership based on “training
and arms in exchange for base rights.” By 1953 Ethiopia possessed
a more professional, better-equipped, and more centrally con-
trolled army, yet it remained burdened by the absence of unified
command, inter—service rivalries, and social-educational cleavages
within the corps—factors that later primed the institution for po-
liticization and internal conflict.
Keywords: Military establishment, Ethiopian army, Military agree—
ments — Military academies.
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