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Abstract:
The roots of Arabic lexicography were established by al-Khalil ibn Ah-
mad al-Farahidi (d. 175 AH) in Al-*Avn, which arranged lexical entries
phonetically. Subsequent lexicographers developed methods based on
phonetic, alphabetical, or derivational principles, with al-*Ayn remaining
foundational Tbn Duraid al-Azdi (d. 321 AH), in his Al-Jamhara, com-
piled a rich linguistic corpus that greatly influenced Arabic lexicography.
This study examines words and expressions that Ibn Duraid recorded
while doubting their authenticity, under the phrase I do not know” (21 4.),
Entries were arranged alphabetically and traced through other dictionar—
ies, linguistic works, and literary texts. Confinmed words are docinmented
with their usage and scholarly opinions; entries lacking evidence or show-
ing errors are analyzed according to available evidence. The study aims to
verify or refute the authenticity of terms questoned by Ibn Duraid.
Keywords: Expression “I do not know”, Ibn Duraid, Uncertainty about
authenticity, Arabic vs, non—Arabic (loanword).
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