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Abstract :

The region of Khorasan played a pivotal role in Islamic political
history from the Islamic conquests to the later periods. This role began
during the first century AH when Khorasan became part of the Islamic
state after being conquered by leaders such as Al-Ahnaf ibn Qais and
Qutayba ibn Muslim al-Bahili. Its strategic location and abundant
resources made it an essential administrative and military center during
the Umayyad period, serving as a base for military campaigns toward
Central Asia. In the second century AH, Khorasan became the launching
point for the Abbasid Revolution against the Umayyad dynasty. Its
diverse population significantly contributed to supporting the Abbasid
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cause under the leadership of Abu Muslim al-Khurasani. After the fall of
the Umayyads in 132 AH, Khorasan became a stronghold for the Abbasid
Caliphate, with its governors holding substantial power, leading to a
degree of autonomy, as seen in the later establishment of the Tahirid
dynasty. Over time, Khorasan saw the rise of local empires such as the
Samanids, Ghaznavids, and Seljuks, which made it a significant political
and military center in the Islamic world during the third and fifth
centuries AH. The Seljuks, in particular, emerged from Khorasan and
contributed to unifying vast parts of the Islamic world and consolidating
Sunni rule in the face of sectarian and political challenges. In the seventh
century AH, Khorasan suffered significant destruction during the Mongol
invasions led by Genghis Khan, leading to a decline in its political
influence. However, the region remained a cultural and religious center,
continuing to serve as a bridge between the Islamic world and Central
Asia. Despite its diminished direct political role in later periods,
Khorasan remained a strategically vital area, witnessing various conflicts
among regional powers. Its political history reflects its profound
influence in shaping the course of the Islamic world, combining military
strength, economic vitality, and cultural diversity, which made it a
prominent hub of civilization for centuries.
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