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Abstract:

This study explores the impact of Orientalist scholarship on the
interpretive methodology of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd in his reading of the
Qur’anic text. It aims to analyze the critical tools he employed—such as
hermeneutics, historicism, linguistic analysis, and conceptual
deconstruction—while focusing on his engagement with key Orientalist
figures like Goldziher, Noldeke, and Wansbrough. The research provides
applied examples from Abu Zayd’s interpretations of contentious
Qur’anic themes such as jihad, gender, i‘jaz (miraculousness), and
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revelation. Ultimately, the study concludes that Abu Zayd’s project
embodies a controversial but significant attempt to reconcile modern
critical methods with Qur’anic hermeneutics, navigating a complex space

between renewal and accusation.

Abu Zayd's influence by Orientalist studies was evident and
systematic, particularly in his reliance on historicity, structural analysis,
and semiotics of the Qur'anic text. He integrated classical Islamic thought
with Western modernity, drawing inspiration from the Mu'tazilite
methodology and comparing it with modern Western approaches. He
believed that the Qur'anic text could not be understood outside its
historical and cultural context, leading him to question traditional
interpretive concepts. He distinguished between "revelation” as divine
inspiration and "text" as a human linguistic structure, a distinction that
drew criticism from some scholars who saw it as a "secularization of the
text." In some instances, he was bolder than the Orientalists themselves,
attempting to offer an “interpretive epistemological alternative™ from
within  Arab culture, rather than simply reiterating Western
pronouncements.
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