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Ahmed Shawqi’s Poetic Fables — Their Values and
Appreciation
PhD. Sahar Hadi Saeed Shubbar
saharh.shubbar@uokufa.edu.iq
University of Kufa — faculty of Pharmacy.

Abstract:
Ahmed Shawqi (1868—-1932) was a poet who infused most genres of
poetry with fresh meanings and innovative imagery, adorned with
refined and familiar diction. He introduced new styles across various
poetic forms, inspired by his deep command of the Arabic poetic
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tradition and his broad exposure to European—particularly French—
literary works. His skill became especially evident in composing
poetic drama, a form that flourished in France during his study of law
in Montpellier. Among the influences that most appealed to him as a
pioneer of renewal in Arabic literature was the art of La Fontaine
(1621-1695) in poetic fables narrated through the tongues of animals.

Shawqi composed fifty-five such fables, crafting them as poems
framed by a beginning, development, and conclusion, built around an
event generated by characters from the non-rational world. Their
purpose is moral enlightenment and guiding humans toward ethical
values indispensable to society. This study aims to examine these
fables from two perspectives: the values they embody, and readers’
appreciation of this literary form.

Keywords: poetic fables, Ahmed Shawqi, values, appreciation.
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