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Weakness of Narrators in Early Imamiyyah: A Study in
Concept, Causes, and Foundations

University of Kufa — College of Jurisprudence %

Department of Quranic Sciences
Emil:redhwand.albdrany@uokufa.edu.iq
Abstract of the Study:
The term weak narrator refers to a narrator who has been criticized by

one of the eminent scholars of biographical evaluation (‘Ilm al-Rijal).
The concept of narrator weakness is among the definitions that lack
stability and uniformity among Imami rijal scholars. This instability
arises from the varying interpretations of later scholars regarding the
critical expressions used by the early authorities. Consequently,
significant inconsistencies—and at times direct contradictions—
emerged among scholars in evaluating the biographical data provided
by the early critics.

Furthermore, scholars have disagreed on whether the term weakening
(tad‘1f) implies a complete rejection of a narrator’s entire corpus of
narrations, or merely denotes a criticism that may or may not extend
to the narration itself, depending on the specific wording of the

Asst.Prof.Dr.
Redhwan Dhiyal-Deen Salim Al-Badrany
f
censure. 1
The central problem of this study lies in the subjective interpretation
of the term da‘if (“weak”™). In order to resolve the confusion prevalent

among later Imami rijal scholars, it was necessary to return to the
early authorities and examine the concept of weakness through an
analysis of the reasons for criticism found within their terminology of
al-jarh wa al-ta“dil (impugnment and accreditation).

The study concludes that the early scholars’ intent in labeling a
narrator as weak was to indicate a flaw in the narrator, either due to a
breach of moral integrity (‘adalah) or due to a deficiency in precision e
and reliability (dabt). Moreover, the causes of weakening—
particularly those related to doctrinal beliefs—played a major role in
determining the status of narrators .

Keywords : Narrators Weakness , The ancestors , Imamiyyah ,
Concept, Causes, Foundations .
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