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Abstract:

The transition of modernity from the level of theoretical idea to the
level of ideology exposed its epistemic deficiencies, as it quickly lost
its initial intellectual advantage and became an ideology without a
public audience, appearing elitist. Modernity thus began as an idea
and ended as an ideology, which is a chronic problem in Arab
thought.

Belkeziz distinguishes between “modernity” and “modernization”:
modernity, in its philosophical sense, is an intellectual system
produced by cultural elites, whereas modernization refers to a social
and political process aimed at developing the structures of society
and the economy. Accordingly, Belkeziz argues that modernity is not
merely a complete knowledge system but a philosophical vision that
reconstructs human perception of nature, the universe, and human
society. This vision brought about a radical transformation,
producing a new intellectual, cultural, and social system, which he
terms “modernity.”

The research problem is framed by the following question: How did
Abdelilah Belkeziz critique the Arab modernist discourse? The
research hypothesis states that the modernist discourse suffers from
internal contradictions between drawing on heritage and breaking
with it, in addition to being characterized by alienation.

The study’s main findings conclude that, from Belkeziz’s perspective,
the Arab modernist discourse is elitist and detached from Arab social
and cultural realities, confined within narrow intellectual circles.
Belkeziz’s approach to rethinking the Arab modernity project is based
on critique of dependence and imitation, grounded in cultural and
historical self-awareness, aiming to achieve liberation from
alienation and intellectual subordination.

Keywords:

Discourse criticism, Abdelilah Belkeziz, contemporary Arab
discourse, Arab modernity, modernist discourse, Arab Renaissance.
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