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The defect of authority deviation and its effects on administrative

decisions
The researcher / Danah Faleh Rashid Al-Salami

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. King Abdulaziz University. Faculty of Law.

Research Received: October 10, 2025 Research Published: December 25, 2025

Abstract:

This study addresses the abuse of power and its impact on administrative
decisions. This defect affects the objective of administrative decisions, which
the legislator has not defined, thus allowing legal scholars ample room for
interpretation.

The abuse of power by the administration is considered a subtle and hidden
defect that is difficult for the administrative judge to prove against the public
administration. This is especially true given that the administration possesses
discretionary power in carrying out administrative work within the framework
of achieving the public interest and realizing its designated objective. If the
administration deviates from this, the administrative judge can rely on means
directly or indirectly related to the administrative work as evidence to
establish the abuse of power.

This defect occurs when a decision-maker uses their authority to achieve a
purpose contrary to the principle of allocating objectives. This defect is both
subjective and objective in nature and is subject to legality review. The defect
of abuse of power is distinguished from other defects in administrative
decisions by certain characteristics, including its precautionary and intentional
nature, its lack of connection to public order, and its relation to the objective
itself. Abuse of power takes several forms, including deviating from the public
interest, which is considered the most serious form of abuse of power, and
violating the principle of allocating objectives, which takes the form of an
employee's error in defining the objectives assigned to them.

Keywords: Defect, Abuse of Power, Effects on Administrative Decisions
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