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This study aims to analyze the narrative time in the short story collection
"Closing the Eyes" by the Iraqi writer Louay Hamza Abbas, focusing on
the disruption of the traditional chronological sequence through the
techniques of analepsis (flashback), prolepsis (flashforward), and ellipsis. It
seeks to understand how time is transformed into a dynamic and active
element in constructing the complex plot, developing characters, and
enriching the reading experience.

The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on the
theoretical framework of Gérard Genette for the analysis of narrative time.

The results showed that the temporal deviation was intentional and
masterful, contributing to the creation of multi-layered plots and the
revelation of the psychological depths of the characters. It also enhanced
elements of suspense and reflection, making the reader an active participant
in the construction of meaning. The study confirmed that temporal
complexity did not pose an obstacle but rather added profound semantic
and psychological dimensions. The analysis demonstrated the writer's skill
in employing prolepsis to build future expectations and using ellipsis to
accelerate the narrative pace and focus on pivotal moments. The results
further confirmed that temporal complexity did not hinder the reader but
enriched the text's semantic and psychological layers. Finally, the study
illustrated how these techniques collectively contributed to transforming
time from a mere framework for events into an existential dimension
linking memory and identity.

The study concluded that time in the collection transcended its role as a
framework for events to become an existential dimension connecting
memory and identity, thereby granting the texts a distinctive
human depth.

Keywords: The Iraqi short story, Gerard Gent, the novelist time, Luay
Hamza Abbas
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