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Imitation (Taglid) between Jurisprudence and Doctrine:
A Study in Legitimacy and Scope
Prepared by:
Assist. Lect. Salah Mahdi Abdul-Razzaq
University of Kufa -faculty of education
salahm.alhammami@uokufa.edu.iq

Abstract:

Imitation (taqglid) in Islamic law refers to referring to jurists in legal
matters—those specialized in jurisprudence who have the ability to
derive divine rulings from the Islamic sources. Jurists have supported
this practice using various textual and rational evidences, including
the Qur’an, the Sunnah, consensus (ijma’), reason (‘aql), and
rational conduct (al-sirah al-‘aqliyyah). All these evidences are
important and scientifically valuable and should not be ignored in the
process of legal reasoning. Jurists may differ regarding the strength or
completeness of a particular piece of evidence, as each jurist exercises
independent reasoning (ijtihad) in evaluating and prioritizing the
evidences according to their perceived strength. The most important
evidence is rational conduct, which stipulates that a non-specialized
person must refer to specialists in technical matters. All textual
evidences of imitation point to this principle, which is generally
accepted among rational thinkers.

As for imitation in the principles of religion (usul al-din), jurists
have disagreed. Some argue that Islamic law does not permit a person
to imitate others in fundamental religious beliefs, because what is
required in the essentials of religion is that the individual attains
knowledge and certainty regarding God, His Prophet, the Hereafter,
and religion, and personally bears responsibility for these beliefs
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rather than delegating it to others. Others permit imitation in the
fundamentals of religion, arguing that the primary requirement is
religious practice and firm belief in reality as it is, regardless of the
method by which one arrives at it; knowledge of the evidence is a
means, not an end.

In truth, just as there are matters in the branches of religion where
imitation is not allowed, such as obligatory acts like prayer and
fasting, likewise in creed one cannot imitate in the principles
themselves—such as the principle of monotheism, prophecy, and
the afterlife—except when the individual is unable to know them.
This also applies to derived beliefs, such as infallibility, the path, the
pond, and other related issues.

Keywords:

Imitation (taglid), jurists, creed, rational conduct, the accountable
individual (mukallaf), ijtihad, branches of religion, fundamentals of
religion.
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