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The repercussions of the American withdrawal on the Afghan
interior

Summary

The US withdrawal from Afghanistan in August 2021 had disastrous
repercussions for the Afghan interior, far exceeding initial expectations. This
sudden withdrawal led to the rapid collapse of the Western-backed government
of the Republic of Afghanistan, allowing the Taliban to seize power within
weeks. The most prominent internal repercussions included, first, the collapse of
the political and security system. Government institutions fell, and Afghan
security forces quickly collapsed, creating a massive security vacuum that led to
the spread of chaos and violence. Second, the emergence of a severe
humanitarian crisis. The withdrawal led to a large-scale humanitarian crisis, as
millions of Afghans suffered from food, water, and health care shortages, and
rates of malnutrition and poverty increased dramatically. Third, human rights
violations. Numerous reports indicated widespread human rights violations by
the Taliban, including severe restrictions on women’s freedom, freedom of
expression, and freedom of the press, in addition to targeting ethnic and
religious minorities. Fourth, large-scale internal displacement. Fighting and
unrest led to massive internal displacement, as millions of Afghans fled their
homes in search of safety. Fifth, Economic recession: The Afghan economy
collapsed dramatically after the withdrawal, due to the cessation of international
aid, the freezing of Afghan assets abroad, and the decline in foreign investment.
Sixth, the conflict continues. Despite the Taliban’s control, the conflict has not
ended, as other armed groups continue to resist Taliban rule, threatening the
country’s stability. In short, the US withdrawal from Afghanistan has led to a
large-scale humanitarian, political, and security disaster, which has greatly
worsened the situation in the country, leaving millions of Afghans suffering
from the devastating effects of this withdrawal. Afghanistan’s future remains
uncertain, and depends on many factors, including the development of the
security situation, the ability to provide humanitarian assistance, and dealing
with the economic crisis, in addition to international and regional
interactions. :
Keywords: US withdrawal, international security, stability, Afghanistan.
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