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Abstract

The economic and cultural agreements between Britain and Kuwait
during the period from 1961 to 1970 were considered among the most
significant agreements globally, given Kuwait's strategic location at the
head of the Arabian Gulf and its growing economic importance as a
source of massive investments in Britain. Furthermore, Kuwait was in the
early stages of its independence, prompting the British government to
sign a series of diverse agreements (economic and cultural) to maintain
its dominance and influence in the region.

After Kuwait gained independence in 1961, British-Kuwaiti relations
witnessed significant development. The relationship transformed from
one of protection to a partnership supported by cooperation in defense,
security, investment, education, and culture. As a result, both sides signed
a number of agreements. The British priority was not limited to
preserving traditional interests but centered on formulating a new model
of soft hegemony that would transform the previous dependency into an
unequal, yet legal, partnership. Among these agreements, on December
29, 1965, the two parties signed an agreement between the Post Office of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Post Office of the State of
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Kuwait concerning the exchange of money orders, which consisted of
twenty-seven articles.

On December 16, 1970, an agreement known as "The Unlawful
Seizure of Aircraft" was signed. Additionally, on November 14, 1970, the
British and Kuwaiti governments agreed to sign an agreement regarding
methods to prohibit and prevent the illicit import, export, and transfer of
ownership of cultural property, and so on.

Kuwait leveraged these agreements to accelerate its state-building
process, establish government institutions, and gain international
legitimacy. Kuwait also successfully transformed its wealth into a tool for
purchasing security, building the state, and negotiating its position in the
new world order.
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WThe National Archives, Foreign Office, 93/137/5¢/0: O Air Traffic Agreement,
A(\Zr)mexes and Exchanges of Letters - (United Kingdom : Kuwait), 21-Jun-1949,
Ibid.
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(DTNA: FO 93/137/5¢/0: 0, Air Services Agreement (United Kingdom : Kuwait), 5-
Sep-1950
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(°)FO371/104395, Agreements between the Ruler of Kuwait and the Darcy Kuwait
Oil Company and the Kuwait Oil Company,24 May1960
(*%)Ibid.
(*Y1bid.
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(14)TNA, FO 93/137/30/0: 0, Exchange of Notes between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of
Kuwait amending the Schedule to the Air Services Agreement signed at Kuwait on
19 August1962
(15)TNA, FO 93/137/22/0: 0, Agreement between the Postal Administration of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Postal Administration
of the State of Kuwait for the Exchange of Money Order, 29-Dec-1965.
(16)FO371/181270, AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND AND THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION THE STATE OFOF
KUWAIT FOR THE EXCHANGE OF MONEY ORDERS, 29-Dec-1966
(17)1bid.
(18)TNA, FO 93/137/22/0: 0, Agreement between the Postal Administration of the
UnitedKingdom ofGreat Britain and Northern Ireland and the Postal Administration
of the State of Kuwait for the Exchange of Money Order, op cat
(19)1bid.
(20)FO371/181270, AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND AND THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION THE STATE OFOF
KUWAIT FOR THE EXCHANGE OF MONEY ORDERS, op cat
(21)TNA, FO 93/137/22/0: 0, Agreement between the Postal Administration of the
UnitedKingdom ofGreat Britain and Northern Ireland and the Postal Administration
of the State of Kuwait for the Exchange of Money Order, op cat
(22)TNA, FO 93/175/001/0: 0, Agreement between the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the State of
Kuwait concerning the Mutual Recognition of Tonnage Certificates of Merchant
Ships, 12-Dec-1967
(23)FO371/181270, Signing an agreement known as "Unlawful Seizure of
Aircraft",12-Dec-1970
(24)F0O371/181270, Signing an agreement known as “"Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft",
op cat
(25)FO371/181270, Treaty banning nuclear weapons tests in the atmosphere, in outer
space and underwater, 15 August 1963.
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(26)TNA, FO 93/1/727A/0: 0, Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water [London version], 15 August 1963
(27)1bid.

(28)TNA, FO.93/137/020/0: 0, Cultural Agreement between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the
State of Kuwait, 26-Nov-1966

(29)FO371/181270, Cultural Agreement between the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the State of
Kuwait, 26-Nov-1966,.

(30)Ibid.

(31)TNA, FO.93/137/020/0: 0, Cultural Agreement between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the
State of Kuwait, op cat.

(32)TNA, F0.93/175/002/0: 0, Exchange of Notes between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of
Kuwait concerning Nuclear Co-operation, 26-Jul-19609.

(33)FO371/181270, Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, 14 November
1970 .

(34) Ibid.

(35) TNA, F0.93/175/002/0: 0, Exchange of Notes between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of
Kuwait concerning Nuclear Co-operation, op cat.
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Firstly: British documents (unpublished):
A) The National Archives
1) The National Archives, Foreign Office, 93/137/5¢/0: O' Air Traffic Agreement,
Annexes and Exchanges of Letters - (United Kingdom : Kuwait), 21-Jun-1949
2) TNA: FO 93/137/5c/0: 0, Air Services Agreement (United Kingdom : Kuwait), 5-
Sep-1950
3) TNA, FO 93/137/30/0: 0, Exchange of Notes between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of
Kuwait amending the Schedule to the Air Services Agreement signed at Kuwait on
19 August1962
4) TNA, FO 93/1/727A/0: 0, Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water [London version], 15 August 1963
5) TNA, FO 93/137/22/0: 0, Agreement between the Postal Administration of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Postal Administration
of the State of Kuwait for the Exchange of Money Order, 29-Dec-1965.
6) TNA, FO.93/137/020/0: 0, Cultural Agreement between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the
State of Kuwait, 26-Nov-1966
7) TNA, FO 93/175/001/0: 0, Agreement between the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the State of
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Kuwait concerning the Mutual Recognition of Tonnage Certificates of Merchant
Ships, 12-Dec-1967

® TNA, F0O.93/175/002/0: 0, Exchange of Notes between the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of
Kuwait concerning Nuclear Co-operation, 26-Jul-19609.

B) Foreign Office

1) FO371/104395, Agreements between the Ruler of Kuwait and the Darcy Kuwait
Oil Company and the Kuwait Oil Company,24 May1960

2) FO371/181270, Treaty banning nuclear weapons tests in the atmosphere, in outer
space and underwater, 15 August 1963.

3) FO371/181270, Cultural Agreement between the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the State of
Kuwait, 26-Nov-1966

4) FO371/181270, AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND AND THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION THE STATE OFOF
KUWAIT FOR THE EXCHANGE OF MONEY ORDERS, 29-Dec-1966

5) FO371/181270' Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, 14 November
1970 .

6) FO371/181270, Signing an agreement known as "Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft”,12-
Dec-1970.

Two: University theses and dissertations
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1)Political Life in Kuwait during the period 1961-1990, Master's Thesis
(unpublished), Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Al al-Bayt University, Jordan, 2017.

Third: books:
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1) Ahmad Al-Baghdadi, Sheikh Abdullah Salem Al-Sabah: Man and Statesman,

Qurtas Publishing and Distribution House, Kuwait, 1994.

2 )Raja Hassan Al-Minawi, Kuwait: Development and Construction, Al-Mu'taz

Publishing House, Kuwait, 2016, p. 244.

2)Najat Abdul Qader Al-Jassem, Modern and Contemporary History of Kuwait, Part
2, Kuwait, 2010 .

Fourth: Research and Periodicals:
L Alaa ¢ 1AFY=Y40Y) b 8 el bl wbid) Ul e Gladia ¢ oS0 Gl alam)
490 ¢ ¥ daall ¢ Al

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue : 1
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print) ~ (E-1SSN):2313-0059 (Online)



gty — Wil oy A8LEAY g dgaluarBy) culBLaSY) @
@ (Al ) 3lsh A Auly) YV 14Ty
< e

1) Taher Khalaf Al-Bakka, Pages from the Political History of Oil Concessions in Iran
1901-1933, Journal of the College of Education, Issue 3, 1995.
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