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Abstract:-

This study examines the
multidimensional role of sacred money—
represented by khums, zakat, and religious
donations—in  shaping the political
authority of religious groups in Iraq, across
both Sunni and Shi‘i communities. The
focus is not on these financial resources as
mere instruments of economic support, but
rather as symbolic mechanisms through
which religious groups generate social and
political legitimacy and activate their
authority in the public sphere.

The research is grounded in the
assumption that sacred money is not only
used to address the needs of individuals and
impoverished communities, but is also
strategically deployed to construct networks
of loyalty, consolidate influence, and
reinforce the legitimacy of religious groups
in competition with, or parallel to, the state.
Thus, the analysis of collection and
distribution  mechanisms cannot be
separated from the doctrinal structures of
these groups, nor from the ritual contexts
that bestow sanctity upon these resources
and transform them from “funds” into a
“symbolic medium of power.”

Methodologically, the study adopts a
political-anthropological —approach that
links symbolic capital with religious
capital, tracing how these resources are
mobilized to produce legitimizing discourse
and to engineer social spaces within
neighborhoods and local communities—
thereby strengthening the position of the
religious group as a dominant political
actor. The study further analyzes several
distribution models, their transparency,
monitoring  mechanisms, and  their
connection to the religious or political
leadership structures of the group.

Keywords: Sacred Money, Khums,
Religious Groups, Political Legitimacy,
Political Anthropology, Parallel
Sovereignty, Symbolic Capital.
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