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Abstract:

This study analyzes the historical and political role of the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID) since its
establishment in 1961 under President John F. Kennedy, within the
broader context of the Cold War and the transformations of U.S. foreign
policy. The research highlights USAID’s function as a soft power tool,
revealing how its seemingly developmental mission often served strategic
geopolitical interests, particularly in the Middle East. It examines the
agency’s operational mechanisms and patterns of intervention in
countries such as Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Irag, and Tunisia, and traces
the evolution of its policies under successive U.S. administrations,
culminating in the Trump era, which marked a significant shift toward
politically conditioned aid. The study also explores cases of politicization
and corruption linked to USAID programs and supports its findings with
evidence from official archives, presidential records, congressional
reports, and regional research centers. Methodologically, the research
adopts a historical-analytical approach, relying on both primary sources
and scholarly literature to assess the agency’s impact on U.S.—Arab.

This aid, despite its humanitarian veneer, proved to be based on a
precise equation: "support in exchange for dependency" and "funding in
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exchange for political alignment.” This was clearly demonstrated in the
support given to regimes like the Shah of Iran, the Green Revolution in
India, and Egypt's post-Camp David projects. Thus, the logic that
development is not merely a service, but a means of reshaping societies
and systems according to American economic and political values,
became deeply ingrained in the agency's structure.
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Harvard Kennedy School: Joseph Nye, Harvard professor, developer of “soft power”
theory, and an architect of modern: international relations, dies at 88 | Harvard
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2. Nye, Joseph. Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics. Public Affairs,
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5. Marshall, George. "Speech at Harvard University," June 5, 1947. Marshall
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5- John F. Kennedy, “Special Message to the Congress on Foreign Aid,” March 22,
1961.

6-Mosley, Paul. Foreign Aid and Its Impact. London: Routledge, 1987.

7-Kennan, George. "The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 25, No. 4
(1947).
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10-Bundy, McGeorge. “Memo to President Kennedy,” April 15, 1963. National
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Department of State Bulletin, 1968.
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15-McPherson, Peter. "USAID and Latin America,” Testimony to U.S. Congress,
1983.

sle il alal) 30 a0 Llig) iyl e b A8 se1 AasSall §)0La Feed the Future: ()
Oy ALLE e )y Al yue k) gy poall (adUSAID o35 "ALalS GasSa’ meiy Yo o
G YT el 83l ) ley Ungils catl s peall e 5yl oLy JUalaY )y culeay) 4w

: paladally dubidl Lels ) Lelea
Congressional Research Service, The Obama Administration’s Feed the Future
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17-USAID. “Raj Shah: A Retrospective,” https://usaid.gov/news.
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19-Johnson, Lyndon B. “Inaugural Address,” January 1965. The American
Presidency Project.
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https://www.nixonlibrary.gov/president-nixon?

21- Nixon, Richard. "NSDM-4: U.S. Assistance Policy," White House Memorandum,

1969.
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23-Walsh, Lawrence. Final Report of the Independent Counsel for Iran/Contra
Matters, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1993.

24-Clinton, Bill. “Address to the United Nations,” September 1995. U.S. Department
of State

25- Bush, George W. “State of the Union Address,” January 28, 2003. White House
Archives
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28-Trump, Donald. “UN General Assembly Speech,” September 25, 2018. White
House Archives.
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War Il (London: Zed Books, 2003), 124-128.

36- SIGAR (Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction),
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Retreat?" Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012.
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1.Abdul Wahab Al-Kayyali, The Political Encyclopedia, VVol. 2, Beirut: Arab Institute
for Studies and Publishing, 1993.
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