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Abstract :

The assassination of Rafik Hariri in 2005 significantly affected
Syrian-Lebanese relations, leading to increased tensions and international
pressure on Syria to end its military presence in Lebanon, according to
Security Council resolutions, particularly Resolution 1559. Before
Hariri's assassination, Lebanese public opinion was divided on the issue
of the Syrian presence, with Hariri being one of the most prominent
figures opposing it.

After the assassination, political disagreements in Lebanon
worsened, as pro-Syria parties, such as Hezbollah, Amal Movement, and
the Syrian Social Nationalist Party, organized a massive demonstration on
March 8, 2005, in support of the Syrian military presence. In contrast, the
Lebanese forces opposing the Syrian presence, which formed the "March
14 Forces" alliance, held a demonstration on March 14 to condemn the
assassination and call for the withdrawal of Syrian troops. This alliance
included the Future Movement led by Saad Hariri, the Lebanese Forces
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led by Samir Geagea, the Kataeb Party headed by former President Amin
Gemayel, in addition to the Progressive Socialist Party and the Free
Patriotic Movement.

Due to the deteriorating relations between Syria and Lebanon, a
Saudi-Egyptian initiative emerged aimed at calming the situation and
improving relations between the two countries, supporting peace and
security. The initiative also sought to enhance the efforts of the
international investigation committee into Hariri's assassination and to
reach agreements on several pending issues, including border
demarcation and establishing normal diplomatic relations between Syria
and Lebanon.
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