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Abstract:

This research revolves around the concept of ennui, boredom, or weariness
experienced by contemporary Iraqgi intellectuals and writers, and how they
expressed it in their exchanged letters, later published in special books and
magazines. The study examines the notion of ennui theoretically, as it
appeared in philosophy and major intellectual works on one hand, and as it
was reflected in European literature—particularly in the works of the French
poet Charles Baudelaire and the English poet Lord Byron.

The second section explores the art of correspondence between individuals
since its emergence in Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt, and later in Arab-
Islamic civilization—beginning before Islam, solidifying during the Abbasid
era, and flourishing in the fourth century AH. The section focuses on literary
correspondences of that period, analyzing their frequent recourse to
lamentation as an expression of weariness with life and poverty.

The third section delves deeply into the correspondences of modern Iraqi
writers, tracing the manifestations of ennui in their letters, and identifying the
causes and motivations behind their feelings of existential weariness. Special
attention is given to the forms of ennui expressed in the letters of the thinker
Hadi Al-Alawi, poets Baland Al-Haidari, Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab, and Abdul
Wahab Al-Bayati, as well as novelists Gha’ib Tu‘ma Farman and Fu’ad Al-
Takrli, and short story writer Abdul Malik Nuri.

Keywords :Incapacity <Exile <Letters <Ennui.
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