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Health Conditions in Al-Diwaniyah Liwa’ in Light of the Royal Court Files
(1921-1958).
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Summary

The healthcare infrastructure in Al-Diwaniyah Liwa’ during the period 1921-1945 began modestly, with only

one hospital and a limited number of clinics. The region suffered from a severe shortage of medical personnel,

with only one doctor available for every 20,000 people. Sanitary conditions in public markets were poor, and

there was a lack of effective health monitoring, which led to the spread of diseases such as typhoid and malaria.

Many residents resorted to traditional medicine due to the lack of modern healthcare services.From 1945 to

1958, some improvements began to appear, especially after World War II, when limited development efforts

were made by the government. Despite these efforts, health policies under the monarchy lacked long-term

strategic planning. The scarcity of resources, weak coordination between local and central authorities, and

inconsistent availability of medical staff continued to hinder the development of the health sector. Rural areas
remained largely deprived of essential medical services, contributing to the continued spread of epidemics.
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