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Abstract;
This study investigates the intellectual methodology of Imaim al-Hasan
al—*Askari (peace be upon him) as a pivotal stage in the history of Twelver
Shi‘ism, coinciding with the height of Abbasid surveillance and repression.
The research examines the doctrinal and intellectual foundations of his
methodology, the strategies he employed to sateguard the Shi‘i commu—
nity, and his decisive role in consolidating the doctrine of the Major Oc—
cultation of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him). It also highlights how
his intellectual discourse shaped a resilient religious and political identity
that enabled the Shi‘a to withstand persecution, The findings reveal that
Imam al-Hasan al-*Askari’s thought transcended theoretical discourse,
representing a comprehensive reformist project that preserved Shi‘i unity
and laid the groundwork for the Occultation period. His methodology
thus remains a comerstone for understanding the evolution of Shi'i intel-
lectual and political thought,
Keywords: Imam al-Hasan al-"Askari, Shi*i thought, Major Occultation,
Abbasids, Religious identity .
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