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Abstract:[_]
The Khor Abdullah dispute constitutes one of the most critical strategic issues in the trajectory of Iraqi—Kuwaiti
relations, as it reflects a complex intersection between the principle of territorial sovereignty and Iraq’s
obligations arising under bilateral treaties and binding United Nations Security Council resolutions, most
notably Resolution 833 (1993). The political and public debate surrounding this matter was reignited following
the establishment of Marker 162, which represents a pivotal point in the maritime boundary delimitation
process. Within this context, Iraq faces a dual dilemma: on the one hand, the imperative to comply with the
norms of international legality, encompassing treaty-based commitments and binding resolutions; and on the
other hand, growing domestic pressures advocating for the revision or annulment of national legislation, such
as Law No. 42 of 2013. This situation underscores the Iraqi state’s responsibility to reconcile the protection of

national sovereignty with adherence to international law, while addressing the legal and political complexities
pertaining to its right and obligation to either implement or seek amendments within the legitimate frameworks
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governing navigation and maritime routesKey words : International obligations, Vienna Convention on the Law
of Treaties, international responsibilities, Sovereignty, The Navigation Dispute in Khor Abdulla.
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