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Contemporary Linguistic Approaches and Their Impact on
Approaching the Qur’anic Text:
Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd as a Case Study — A Critical Analytical
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Abstract_]

Linguistic approaches that employ contemporary methods of linguistic analysis—drawing in their theoretical
foundations on the achievements and intellectual frameworks of the Western mind—represent one of the
essential pillars that guided the work and preoccupations of most Arab modernists in their attempts to renew
Arab-Islamic thought and heritage in general, and in the study of the structure and discourse of the Qur’anic text
in particular. Among the most prominent figures embodying such modernist orientations is Nasr Hamid Abu
Zayd, whose contributions sought to rely on linguistic analytical methods to offer a contemporary interpretive
understanding of the Qur’an. This study seeks to shed light on, and address, both the theoretical aspects and part
of the applied dimensions of Abu Zayd’s linguistic engagement. It also aims to identify his methodological
characteristics and the results that emerged from them in formulating a distinctive hermeneutical understanding
of Qur’anic meanings. More importantly, the research undertakes a critical re-evaluation of the linguistic
methods employed by Abu Zayd, highlighting the limits of their practical applicability in employing their
findings for the study of the Qur’anic text To achieve this objective, and by adopting the critical-analytical
method, the research follows three paths: Examining the impact of the linguistic approach on the project of
renewing religious discourse and text in general. Focusing on the nature of Abu Zayd’s linguistic engagement
with the Qur’anic text and its theoretical and methodological features. Conducting a general critical assessment
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of the extent to which the linguistic approach is valid and its influence on renewing the understanding of the

Qur’anic text in Abu Zayd’s thought. Keywords: Text, Discourse, Linguistic Analysis, Qur’anic System.
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