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Abstract:

A contemplative reading of Qur’anic diction reveals that one of its defining
characteristics lies in the precision with which words are employed. Qur’anic
vocabulary is imbued, both on the surface and in depth, with literal as well as
contextual connotations; meanings that only unveil themselves upon reflection
and are indispensable for a sound understanding and interpretation of the sacred
text.

This study has explored the deployment of words of gentleness and mercy in
contexts of severity and punishment within the eschatological scenes of the
Qur’an, together with the rhetorical significance of such usage. The findings
indicate that invoking the language of mercy amidst scenes of torment is not
incidental but profoundly rhetorical: it mirrors the delicate balance between the
Divine attributes of justice and mercy, reminding humankind that punishment is
neither arbitrary nor vindictive, but justice enveloped in compassion. The
recurrence of such vocabulary within contexts of divine warning constructs a
holistic image of God’s attributes, endowing the Qur’anic discourse with a
pedagogical depth that keeps the horizon of hope open even in the shadow of
threat.

Moreover, this rhetorical device serves to temper the awe-inspiring depictions
of the Day of Judgment by weaving mercy into the fabric of those scenes. Such
integration produces a dual psychological effect—instilling both fear and
hope—thus realizing a deliberate rhetorical equilibrium aimed at fortifying true
faith in the hearts of believers while establishing irrefutable proof against the
disbelievers who spurned God’s mercy despite its vastness.

The study concludes that Qur’anic expressions of mercy are not confined to
contexts of grace and blessing; rather, they extend into the very heart of severity
and retribution, signifying that divine punishment itself is never severed from
mercy. In this way, the Qur’an unveils a profound rhetorical miracle through
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the subtle precision with which words are chosen and distributed, affirming the
inseparability of justice and compassion in the Divine order.
.Keywords: Gentle and Merciful Words, Severity and Punishment
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V> Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mustafa (d. 4AY AH), Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi — Beirut.

Y> Asrar al-Bayan fi al-Ta‘bir al-Qur’ani, Fadil ibn Salih ibn Mahdi ibn Khalil al-
Badri al-Samarra’i.

¥> Al-Bahr al-Muhit fi al-Tafsir, Abu Hayyan Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn ‘Ali ibn
Yusuf ibn Hayyan Athir al-Din al-Andalusi (d. Y¢° AH), ed. Sidqi Muhammad
Jamil, Dar al-Fikr — Beirut, Y €Y+ AH.

¢> Bayan al-Ma‘ani, ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn Mulla Huwaysh al-Sayyid Mahmud Al
Ghazi al-‘Ani (d. YY3A AH), Matba‘at al-Taragqi — Damascus, ‘st ed., Y YAY
AH/Y4%e CE.

°> Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir: Tahrir al-Ma‘na al-Sadid wa Tanwir al-‘Aql al-Jadid
min Tafsir al-Kitab al-Majid, Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn
Muhammad al-Tahir ibn ‘Ashur al-Tunisi (d. YY4Y AH), al-Dar al-Tunisiyya li
al-Nashr — Tunis, Y3A<¢ CE.

1> Al-Ta‘rifat, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Zayn al-Sharif al-Jurjani (d. A1
AH), revised by a group of scholars under the supervision of the publisher, Dar
al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya — Beirut, ‘sted., Y¢-Y AH/V3AY CE

V> Tafsir al-Sha‘rawi — al-Khawatir, Muhammad Mutawalli al-Sha‘rawi (d. Y£)A
AH), Akhbar al-Yawm Press.

A> Tafsir al-Qur’an, Abu al-Muzaffar Mansur ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Jabbar
ibn Ahmad al-Marwazi al-Sam‘ani al-Tamimi al-Hanafi then al-Shafi‘i (d. £¢A%
AH), ed. Yasir ibn Ibrahim and Ghunaym ibn ‘Abbas ibn Ghunaym, Dar al-
Watan — Riyadh, ‘st ed., Y ¢YA AH/Y 443V CE.

> Al-Tafsir al-Qur’ani li al-Qur’an, ‘Abd al-Karim Yunus al-Khatib (d. after
\Y4+ AH), Dar al-Fikr al-*Arabi — Cairo

V+> Tafsir al-Maturidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud Abu Mansur
al-Maturidi (d. Y¥Y AH), ed. Majdi Baslum, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya — Beirut,
‘sted., V€Y1 AH

YY>  Tafsir al-Maraghi, Ahmad ibn Mustafa al-Maraghi (d. 'YV AH), Maktabat
wa Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi wa Awladuhu — Cairo, st ed., Y¥1°
AH/N4£1 CE.

VY>  Al-Tafsir al-Wadih, Muhammad Mahmoud al-Hijazi, Dar al-Jil al-Jadid —
Beirut, Y +thed., Y)Y AH

Yyo
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\Y>  Tahdhib al-Lughah, Abu Mansur Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Azhari al-
Harawi (d. YV+ AH), ed. Muhammad ‘Awad Mur‘ib, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi — Beirut, ‘sted., Y+ +) CE

V> Al-Tawgqif ‘ala Muhimmat al-Ta‘arif, Zayn al-Din Muhammad known as
‘Abd al-Ra’uf ibn Taj al-‘Arifin ibn ‘Ali ibn Zayn al-‘Abidin al-Haddadi al-
Munawi al-Qahiri (d. Y+¥) AH), ‘Alam al-Kutub — Cairo, ‘st ed., Y¢)-
AH/Y443. CE.

Yo> Taysir al-Karim al-Rahman fi Tafsir Kalam al-Mannan, ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Nasir ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Sa‘di (d. YY1 AH), ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Mu‘alla al-Luwayhiq, Mu’assasat al-Risala, ‘sted., Y¢Y+ AH/Y+++ CE

V1> | Al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar min Umur Rasul Allah £ wa
Sunanihi wa Ayyamihi = Sahih al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il Abu ‘Abd
Allah al-Bukhari al-Ju‘fi, ed. Muhammad Zuhayr ibn Nasir al-Nasir, Dar Tawq
al-Najat (photographed from the Sulaymaniyah edition with the addition of
Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi’s numbering), sted., Y¢YY AH.

VY>  Jamharat al-Lughah, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Duraid al-
Azdi (d. YY) AH), ed. Ramzi Munir Ba‘labakki, Dar al-‘Ilm li al-Malayin —
Beirut, ‘sted., Y3AY CE.

YA> Ruh al-Ma‘ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim wa al-Sab‘ al-Mathani,
Shihab al-Din Mahmud ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Husayni al-Alusi (d. YYY+ AH), ed.
‘Ali ‘Abd al-Bari ‘Atiyyah, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya — Beirut, ‘st ed., Y¢)°
AH

V4> Zad al-Masir fi ‘Ilm al-Tafsir, Jamal al-Din Abu al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jawzi (d. ©1Y AH), ed. ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi,
Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi — Beirut, Ysted., Y¢éYY AH,

Y+> Al-Siyaq al-Qur’ani wa Atharuhu fi al-Tafsir (a theoretical and applied
study through Tafsir Ibn Kathir), ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd Allah Surur.

YY> Al-Sihah Taj al-Lughah wa Sihah al-‘Arabiyya, Abu Nasr Isma‘il ibn
Hammad al-Jawhari al-Farabi (d. Y3Y AH), ed. Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghafur ‘Attar,
Dar al-‘IIm li al-Malayin — Beirut, ¢thed., V¢V AH/Y3AY CE

YY> Safwat al-Tafasir, Muhammad ‘Ali al-Sabuni, Dar al-Sabuni li al-Tiba‘ah
wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘ — Cairo, ‘sted., Y ¢V AH/V 34V CE.

YY¥>  Kitab al-‘Ayn, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khalil ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Amr ibn
Tamim al-Farahidi al-Basri (d. YV+ AH), ed. Mahdi al-Makhzumi, Ibrahim al-
Samarra’i, Dar wa Maktabat al-Hilal.
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Y¢>  Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’iq Ghawamid al-Tanzil, Abu al-Qasim Mahmud
ibn ‘Amr ibn Ahmad al-Zamakhshari Jar Allah (d. °¥A AH), Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi — Beirut, Yrd ed., Y¢+V AH.

Yo> Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan ‘an Tafsir al-Qur’an, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim al-Tha‘labi, Abu Ishaqg (d. €YV AH), ed. al-Imam Abu Muhammad ibn
‘Ashur, revised and checked by Nazir al-Sa‘idi, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi —
Beirut, Ysted., Y¢YY AH/Y+ Y CE.

Y1>  Al-Kulliyat: Mu‘jam fi al-Mustalahat wa al-Furuq al-Lughawiyya, Ayyub
ibn Musa al-Husayni al-Qurami al-Kafawi, Abu al-Baqa’ al-Hanafi (d. Y+9¢
AH), ed. ‘Adnan Darwish and Muhammad al-Masri, Mu’assasat al-Risala —
Beirut

YV>  Lisan al-‘Arab, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn ‘Ali, Abu al-Fadl, Jamal
al-Din Ibn Manzur al-Ansari al-Ruwayfi‘i al-Ifrigi (d. YY) AH), Dar Sadir —
Beirut, Yrd ed., Y¢)¢ AH.

YA>  Mahasin al-Ta’wil, Muhammad Jamal al-Din ibn Muhammad Sa‘id ibn
Qasim al-Hallag al-Qasimi (d. Y¥¥Y AH), ed. Muhammad Basil ‘Uyun al-Sud,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya — Beirut, ‘sted., YA AH

Y4>  Al-Muharrar al-Wajiz fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz, Abu Muhammad ‘Abd
al-Haqq ibn Ghalib ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Tamam ibn ‘Atiyyah al-Andalusi
al-Muharibi (d. €Y AH), ed. ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abd al-Shafi Muhammad, Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya — Beirut, ‘st ed., Y ¢YY AH

Y+> Al-Musnad al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar bi-Nagl al-‘Adl ‘an al-‘Adl ila Rasul
Allah # = Sahih Muslim, Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj Abu al-Hasan al-Qushayri al-
Naysaburi (d. Y1) AH), ed. Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi, Dar Ihya’ al-
Turath al-*Arabi — Beirut.

¥YV>  Al-Mu‘jam al-Wasit, Academy of the Arabic Language in Cairo (Ibrahim
Mustafa / Ahmad al-Zayyat / Hamid ‘Abd al-Qadir / Muhammad al-Najjar),
Dar al-Da‘wah.

YY> Mu‘jam Maqayis al-Lughah, Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariyya al-Qazwini
al-Razi, Abu al-Husayn (d. Y42 AH), ed. ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun,
Dar al-Fikr, Y34 AH/Y4Vv4 CE.

YY> Mafatih al-Ghayb = al-Tafsir al-Kabir, Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn
‘“Umar ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn al-Taymi al-Razi, known as Fakhr al-Din al-
Razi Khatib al-Ray (d. 1+1 AH), Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi — Beirut, Yrd
ed., Y¢Y+ AH
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Yé>  Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an, Abu al-Qasim al-Husayn ibn
Muhammad known as al-Raghib al-Asfahani (d. ©+Y AH), ed. Safwan ‘Adnan
al-Dawudi, Dar al-Qalam, al-Dar al-Shamiyya — Damascus/Beirut, ‘st ed.,
YEVY AH

vo> Mawsu‘at Kashshaf Istilahat al-Funun wa al-‘Ulum, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali
ibn al-Qadi Muhammad Hamid ibn Muhammad Sabir al-Faruqi al-Hanafi al-
Tahanawi (d. after Y)eA AH), presented and supervised by Rafiq al-‘Ajam, ed.
‘Ali Dahrug, Arabic text translation by ‘Abd Allah al-Khalidi, foreign

translation by George Zaynani, Maktabat Lubnan Publishers — Beirut, ‘st ed.,
Y441 CE.

¥1>  Nazm al-Durr fi Tanasub al-Ayat wa al-Suwar, Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar ibn
Hasan al-Ribat ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Bakr al-Biga‘i (d. AA® AH), Dar al-Kitab al-
Islami — Cairo

Yv¥> Al-Nihaya fi Gharib al-Hadith wa al-Athar, Majd al-Din Abu al-Sa‘adat
al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-
Karim al-Shaybani al-Jazari Ibn al-Athir (d. 1«1 AH), al-Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyya

— Beirut, ‘Y99 AH/Y4Y4 CE, ed. Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi and Mahmud
Muhammad al-Tanabhi.
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