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Abstract:

This study examines the intellectual and political evolution of contemporary Islamic parties, driven by both internal and
external factors, with a primary focus on their political transformation toward democracy and ideological shift from
religious entities advocating for the implementation of Sharia to political parties that partner with secular and leftist
groups within democratic frameworks. Using the Tunisian Ennahda Party as a case study, the research analyzes its
transition from a clandestine Islamic movement to a democratic governing party following the 2011 revolution. The
study investigates the factors driving this transformation, emphasizing the critical role of internal party dynamics and
local conditions, while positing that such shifts are inherent to the party’s historical trajectory, reflecting broader human
intellectual processes—whether Islamic or secular.

Ennahda’s ideological moderation distinguishes it from its foundational stance in the 1970s. It recalibrated its position
on Sharia, deferring its application until public readiness and favorable conditions emerge. Similarly, it revised its
opposition to Tunisia’s Personal Status Code—once deemed a rejection of Islamic principles—and embraced Western-
inspired concepts of civil society, political pluralism, and democratic freedoms.

Historical Context:

Founded in 1972 as a clandestine "Islamic group," Ennahda initially drew inspiration from the Muslim Brotherhood but
adopted a moderate discourse to align with Tunisia’s secular reality. Severe repression under the Bourguiba and Ben
Ali regimes (1987-2011) forced its leaders into exile, during which its rhetoric evolved toward democratic principles.
Post-Revolution Shifts:

Political Transformation:

After the 2011 Tunisian Revolution, Ennahda secured a decisive electoral victory (89 seats) but faced resistance from
the "deep state" (military and security institutions). To preserve democratic transition, it pursued a "consensus" strategy,
forming the "Troika" coalition with secular parties and relinquishing power in 2013.

Ideological Evolution:

Ennahda abandoned explicit demands for Sharia in the 2014 constitution and formally separated religious outreach from
political activity in 2016, adopting a civic identity.

Influences:

The party’s transformation was shaped by:

Local Enlightenment Thought: Particularly the works of Malik Bennabi, who synthesized Islamic and modernist
ideals.

External Models: Such as Europe’s Christian Democracy, which balances religious values with pluralism. Critics,
however, argue that Ennahda’s ideological shift was a tactical response to existential threats, notably the 2013 military
coup against Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood.

Keywords:Tunisian Ennahda Party, Arab Spring, Islamic Parties, Political Transformation, Sharia, Democracy,

Secularism.
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