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Research Abstract:

This study aims to examine the aesthetics of the figurative image in the poem
"The Nursing Widow" by the poet Ma'ruf al-Rusafi (YAve—Yd4fe) as a
prominent example of employing rhetorical imagery to express human
suffering. The research analyzes the visual structure of the poem and explores
its artistic and emotional dimensions that convey themes of poverty, hunger,
misery, and oppressed motherhood. It also highlights al-Rusafi's ability to
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skillfully utilize classical Arabic rhetorical devices—such as simile, metaphor,
and metonymy—to construct vivid, dramatic scenes drawn from real life,
effectively communicating the plight of marginalized individuals in his
society. Furthermore, the study demonstrates how these images enhance the
poem's social message and reformative purpose, while also showcasing the
aesthetic and artistic sensitivity in al-Rusafi’s poetry. The research seeks to
analyze the figurative images in "The Nursing Widow" from a rhetorical and
aesthetic perspective, emphasizing their emotional impact within the tradition
of socially conscious poetry.
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