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Abstract

This study explores the unique political relationship between the Tahirid state ( F4+-Y+2AH/ A91-AT-AD) and
the Abbasid Caliphate, focusing on the mechanisms used by the Tahirid dynasty to achieve effective
independence in managing the affairs of Khurasan while maintaining a symbolic allegiance to the Abbasid
caliph. The study addresses three main themes: the historical framework for the emergence of the Tahirid state
and the nature of its early relationship with the caliphate; the military, economic, and administrative mechanisms
through which the state achieved effective independence; and the symbolic and political mechanisms through
which it maintained nominal allegiance to the caliphate through symbolic recognition of sovereignty, tribute,
and justified political discourse. The study adopts an analytical-historical approach that combines the study of
primary and secondary sources to unravel this complex relationship. The research reached several results,
presented in the conclusion. The summary is that the Tahirid state succeeded in achieving a delicate balance
between actual independence and nominal loyalty by building strong mechanisms for autonomy, preserving
symbols of loyalty to the caliphate, and employing an ideological political discourse that justified this loyalty as
part of preserving the unity of the Islamic nation. This model allowed the Tahirids to rule for 7¢years without a
military confrontation with Baghdad, making their experience a pioneering model for regional authority in
Abbasid history.Keywords: Tahirid state, Abbasid caliphate, nominal loyalty, actual independence, Khorasan,
regional expansion, political decentralization.
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