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Abstract
Basra is considered one of the most prominent strategic regions in the sixteenth century, playing a pivotal role in
the political and economic balances of the Arabian Gulf. Located at the head of the Gulf, Basra had a unique
position that helped the Ottomans confront the Portuguese threats that sought to extend their influence in the
region.Basra was a meeting point between the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea, making it a vital center
for spice and other goods trade. It contributed to enhancing trade movement in the area, as it was situated along
trade routes between the East and West, attracting traders and investors.In 1546, the Ottoman Empire decided to
impose direct control over Basra, weakening the rule of the Al-Maghams family through a military campaign led
by the Governor of Baghdad, Eyas Pasha. This intervention had significant effects on the region's stability. Basra
faced several military challenges, including threats from the Portuguese, necessitating an increased Ottoman
presence. Despite the tensions, Basra managed to establish trade relations with the Portuguese to achieve mutual
interests. These relations were complex, as trade intertwined with military and political tensions.The importance
of Basra as a strategic base goes beyond being a trade point; it is also a key element in Ottoman policy in the
region. This focus on Basra reflects the economic and military dimensions that the Ottoman state faced in its

efforts to maintain its influence in the Middle East. Keywords: Basra, Ottomans, Portuguese, Spice Trade, Indian
Ocean
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