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Abstract
Kidnapping is considered one of the most serious crimes that threaten societal security and stability due to its
severe psychological and physical impact on victims. It represents a blatant violation of individual freedom and
physical integrity—both of which are fundamental rights guaranteed by the Iraqi Constitution. The Iraqi
legislator has given particular attention to this crime, addressing it in Articles (421—425) of the Iraqi Penal Code
No. 111 of 1969 (as amended), where kidnapping is defined as the unlawful apprehension, abduction, or
deprivation of a person’s liberty. The law prescribes varying degrees of punishment depending on the
circumstances of the act and the identity of the victim.This research provides an analytical study of the crime of
kidnapping under Iraqi law, clarifying its legal elements and distinguishing it from similar crimes such as human
trafficking and unlawful detention. It further evaluates the adequacy of the existing legal provisions in addressing
modern forms of kidnapping, particularly those committed through digital means and social media platforms.
The study also highlights key practical challenges faced by the Iraqi judiciary in applying the law and proposes
concrete legal reforms to strengthen the legislative framework for combating this crime.Keywords: Kidnapping,

Iraqi Penal Code, personal freedom, crimes against persons, criminal legislation, human trafficking, criminal
penalties, modern crimes.
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