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Abstract

The position of the Prime Minister under the 2005 Constitution of the Republic of Iraq represents
one of the most pivotal executive offices within the state’s constitutional framework. The office is
vested with extensive powers at the apex of the executive authority; however, these powers are not
absolute. Rather, they are circumscribed by a set of constitutional, political, judicial, and practical
constraints designed to maintain the balance of power and prevent unilateral decision-making.
These limitations align with the spirit of the parliamentary system adopted by the Iraqi
constitutional legislator, which requires the establishment of reciprocal oversight mechanisms to
ensure that the executive authority—particularly the Prime Minister—is subject to accountability
before both the legislative and judicial branches.

The constraints take multiple forms: some are explicitly constitutional, such as the requirement of
parliamentary approval for certain executive decisions; others are political, arising from the nature
of party alliances and parliamentary consensus that have become defining features of the Iraqi
political system since 2003. Additionally, the judicial review of the Prime Minister’s actions,
along with practical limitations stemming from Iraq’s ethnically and sectarianly diverse
government composition, reinforce the influence of power-sharing arrangements that often restrict
the independence of executive decision-making.

Examining these constraints reveals the intent of the constitutional framers to restrain individual
dominance in the governance process and to advance a model grounded in institutional
participation and equilibrium. Despite the challenges observed in practice- particularly concerning
political stability and governmental efficiency—these mechanisms remain central to shaping the
dynamics of Iraq’s political system. Accordingly, this study seeks to elucidate the nature and scope
of these constraints, their impact on defining the contours of the Iragi political order, and their
effectiveness in achieving the intended balance among the branches of government while ensuring
effective parliamentary oversight of the executive authority.
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PAUL STRANGLO, PAUL THRT,JAMES WALTER : Understanding prime-ministerial performance

,First Edition ,printed in Great Britain by MPG Books Group , Bodmin and king's Lynn , 2013.
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