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ECOLOGICAL STUDY OF YELLOW WASPS Polistes
olivaceus (DE GEER) (HYMENOPTERA: VESPIDAE)
IN BAGHDAD — ABU GHRAIB AND
AI-RADWANIYAH

Q.H.A. Al-Mahdawi M.A. Al-Kinani
ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in two locations, College of Agriculture,
Baghdad University—~Abu Ghraib and Al-Radwaniyah/Al-Makasib village from

march 2006 to November 2007. Results showed that queens began to appear in
the first week of March and began to build their nests in the first week of April.
The workers appeared at the beginning of May, when the average temperature
was 37.84C. The workers continued their appearance till the end of season in
November. The drones appeared in the nests at the beginning of the first week of
September when the average temperature was 41.19C, and the newly queens
appeared with the drones, and the individuals disappeared from the nests in
November when temperature reached 23.89 C. The individuals didn't appear
during December, January and February. The highest population density was
262.97 and 278.01 individuals in August and September for all instars (eggs,
larvae, pupae and adult) while the lowest population density was 19.32, 19.67
individuals for all instars (eggs, larvae, pupae and adult) in April and November
respectively. The daily activity of yellow wasps started before sunrise and began
preparing for the progressive increase in temperature and reached the largest
number of individuals 161.68 when leaving the nests during 12-2 PM, and
numbers began decline gradually and disappear after the sunset. The seasonal
activity of yellow wasp began in April, when temperature was 30.08C in
subsequent months until November, then disappear when temperature was 23.89
C, their highest seasonal activity was in July, August and September with
temperature of 44.27, 45.55, 41.19C respectively and disappeared in December,
January and February when temperatures were 18.47, 16.84, 19.01C
respectively.
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