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SEASONAL OCCURRENCE OF THE PREDATOR
Clitostethus arcuatus (ROSSI) ON CITRUS TREES AND
COASTER BEAN

N.N. Hama* - A.S. Abdul Razak**
N.S. Abd*** LF. M. Hassan*

ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to assess the effects of the host plant and the
prey on the predator Clitostethus arcutus (Rossi). Data have indicated fluctuation
of the predator density in correlation with the prevailing climatic conditions.
Two peaks (spring - autumn) were recorded for the
C. arcutus on Aleuroclava jasmini with average densities of 2.16 and 2.6 adult /
leaf at minimum and maximum temperature of 8°C and 23°C, and R.H. of 44%
respectively. The first detection of the predator eggs was recorded at the fourth
week of March at minimum temperature of 5 C°and maximum of 20.8°C and
R.H. 56%. Predator’s densities on Trialurodes. ricini were from 1.16 — 4.83 adults
/ leaf for the spring peak and from 1.75 — 23.5 adults /leaf for the autumn peak.
First laying of predator eggs was detected at the first week of March at minimum
temperature of 8°C and maximum of 23.6°C and R.H. 43%. This clearly suggests

that C. arcutus prefer T. ricini as a main host over A. jasmini.

*  National Center for Organic Farming-Ministry of Agric.-Baghdad, Iraq.
** State Board for Plant Protection-Ministry of Agric.-Baghdad, Iraq.
***Baghdad Univ.-College of Agric.-Baghdad, Iraq.
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