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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Opium cultivation and production in Afghanistan and eradication

strategies

Ban Faleh Mehdi
Directorate of Education in Al-Muthana Governorate

ABSTRACT

Afghanistan is one of the world's largest producers of drugs, and despite its occupation by the United States in 2001, it withdrew
from it on August 31, 2021, and the Taliban movement, which has a radical Islamic character, has been able to control the spread
of drug cultivation. Wide range . This research aims to shed light on opium cultivation and production in the state of Afghanistan
during the period 2021 — 2024, the reasons leading to its spread, and put forward proposed strategies to curb its cultivation.
Research has led to an increase in the area planted with opium, in 2021 it reached 177,000 hectares, then rose to 233,000 hectares
in 2022, but decreased in 2023, 2024 to 10,800 hectares, 1,280 hectares. There are a number of reasons behind its cultivation. In
addition to the natural environment suitable for its production, Afghans used opium in trade to obtain funds and then to buy
weapons to counter the US occupation. Adopted by the Taliban movement after its seizure of power, it has more than tripled the
income generated by Afghan farmers from opium sales, from $425 million in 2021 to $1.4 billion in 2022.
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