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Abstract

This study presents a theological-analytical examination of the concepts of
causality and reasoning (ta‘lil) as developed within Ash‘arite legal thought,
through a systematic analysis of the views of major Ash‘arite scholars—
particularly those found in Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwayni’s Al-Burhan and
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi’s Al-Mahsitil—which represent two of the most significant
works reflecting the evolution of Ash‘arite theological and legal methodology.
The research focuses on identifying the theological foundations underlying the
Ash‘arite position on causality and reasoning, and how their doctrinal
conception of God’s attributes—especially divine power and will—influenced
their ustlt (legal-theoretical) treatment of cause (‘illah), wisdom (hikmah), and
effect in both divine and legal rulings. It also explores the degree of
interconnection between theology (kalam) and legal theory (usil al-figh) within
these debates, and how this interaction shaped the Ash‘arite approach to
reasoning and inference.
Using a comparative analytical methodology, the study highlights the
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relationship between the Ash‘arite conception of causality and their stance on
reasoning based on wisdom and benefits. It discusses their rejection of intrinsic
causal efficacy, affirming instead a habitual connection (‘adah) between causes
and effects established by divine will, rather than by natural necessity.
The study concludes that the Ash‘arite theological framework, grounded in the
denial of independent causal power in creation and the affirmation that God
alone creates and acts at every moment, shaped their legal-theoretical approach
to reasoning. This led to a cautious stance toward affirming rational causes for
rulings, favoring reliance on scriptural evidence to determine the reasons behind
legaljudgments.

Through a comparative reading of Al-Burhan and Al-Mahsil, the research
reveals a development of the Ash'arite method from abstract theological
reflection to systematic legal theorization, reflecting the philosophical depth
and intellectual rigor of the Ash‘arite school in harmonizing divine
transcendence and unity with rational inquiry and methodological precision.
Keywords:

Causality — Causal reasoning — Ash‘arite thought — Islamic legal theory — Al-
Juwayni — Fakhr al-Din al-Razi — Al-Burhan — Al-Mahsil — Legal cause (‘illah)
— Wisdom and benefit — Divine habit (‘adah ilahiyyah) — Denial of intrinsic
causation — Divine will — Ash‘arite methodology — Theological analysis —
Kalam philosophy — Usiil al-figh — Rational interpretation — The relation
between theology and legal theory.

Keywords: (doctrinal analysis, causality, reasoning, fundamentalist
thought, Ash'arites, proof, and outcome
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