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ABSTRACT

This study discovers the extraordinary ingenuity of Imam al-Bukhari in his
meticulous compilation of hadiths within his renowned work, al-Sahih, which is
universally recognized by the Muslim nation as the most authentic book after
the Noble Book of Allah, the Almighty.

As for his supreme scholarly genius—may Allah have mercy on him—Imam al-
Bukhari established a unique scientific methodology, both for himself and for
the field of knowledge at large. His innovative attitude to the science of hadith,
mainly in the critical evaluation of narrations (‘ilal al-hadith), is evident in his
accurate selection of narrations. In this regard, al-Bukhari himself stated: “I
assembled this book—i.e., al-Jami‘ al-Sahih—from among approximately six
hundred thousand hadiths, and I authored it over the course of sixteen years. |
made it a proof between me and Allah.”

He precisely choose narrations from among his more than one thousand
teachers, demonstrating his profound insight and precision in the science of
hadith. His structural genius is especially evident in the way he crafted the
chapter headings (tarajim al-abwab) of his Sahih. As hadith scholars have noted:
his jurisprudential understanding (figh) is established in his chapter titles—a
testimony to the subtle depth of his methodology.

Imam al-Bukhart revealed exceptional accuracy in selecting narrators
throughout the isnad—from his teachers to the Companions. He prioritized
narrators who had the longest companionship with their teachers and were most
precise in narration, selecting primarily from the first tier (tabagah tla), and
only he resorting to the second tier when it served a clear profit in the isnad or
matn. A practical study at the end of this work confirms his meticulous
methodology in selecting narrators and ahadith for his Sahih, as well as his
structural mastery in shaping chapter headings (tardjim), where his juristic
insight is clearly reflected. His compilation, aptly titled: “al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-
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Sahth al-Mukhtasar min Umir Rastl Allah wa Sunanih wa Ayyamih”, achieves

the highest standards of authenticity agreed upon by the scholars of hadith.
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al-Dhahabi (d. Y¢A AH). Edited by Muhammad Awwamah Ahmad Muhammad
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Nimr al-Khatib. Publisher: Dar al-Qibla for Islamic Culture, Quranic Sciences
Foundation, Jeddah. First Edition, Y¢YY AH, Y44Y AD.

V4. Lisan Al-Mizan, by Abu Al-Fadl Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Hajar al-'Asgalani (d. A°Y AH), edited by Abd al-Fattah Abu
Ghuddah, published by Dar al-Bashair al-Islamiyyah, first edition, Y+ Y CE.

Y «. Al-Majruhin min al-Muhaddithin wa al-Du'afa’ wa al-Matrukin, by al-Hafiz
Muhammad ibn Hibban ibn Ahmad ibn Hibban, Abu Hatim al-Busti (d. Yo¢
AH), edited by Mahmoud Ibrahim Zayed, published by Dar Al-Wa'i, Aleppo,
first edition, YY41 AH,

Y). Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, by Imam Abu Abdullah Ahmad Ibn
Muhammad Ibn Hanbal Ibn Hilal Ibn Asad al-Shaybani (d. Y¢) AH), edited by:
Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut, Adel Murshid, and others, supervised by: Dr. Abdullah Ibn
Abdul Mohsen Al-Turki, published by Al-Risala Foundation, first edition, Y£Y)
AH-Y++Y AD.

YY. Al-Musnad Al-Sahih Al-Mukhtasar, transmitted by just narrators from just
narrators to the Messenger of God (peace and blessings of God be upon him),
by Imam Muslim Ibn Al-Hajjaj Abu Al-Hasan Al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi (d.
Y1) AH), edited by Muhammad Fu'ad Abd al-Baqi, published by Dar lhya' Al-
Turath Al-Arabi - Beirut.

YY. Balance of Moderation in Criticizing Men, by Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah
Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn Uthman Ibn Qaymaz Al-Dhahabi (d. YA AH),
edited by Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi, published by Dar al-Ma'rifah for Printing
and Publishing, Beirut, Lebanon, first edition, YYAY AH - Y41Y AD.
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