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Abstract :

Modernity is a complex intellectual and philosophical paradigm that
emerged in the Western context and is characterized by a critical re-evaluation
of religious authority, tradition, and inherited epistemological frameworks. In
contemporary Arab thought, modernity has increasingly been employed as a
methodological lens for reinterpreting Islamic foundational texts, including the
Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, and the Prophetic Biography, this study
examines the impact of modernist approaches on the reading of the Prophetic
Biography, taking the Takween Center as a representative case study. The study
addresses the central issue of how Western-derived critical methodologies are
applied to Islamic texts and assesses the extent to which such approaches
challenge the authenticity, authority, and methodological foundations of the
Prophetic Biography The study adopts a critical analytical methodology based
on textual analysis, conceptual clarification, and comparative evaluation
between modernist discourse and the established principles of Islamic
scholarship, particularly the sciences of Hadith and historical transmission. It
traces the intellectual roots of modernity, analyzes its major theoretical
assumptions, and evaluates their application within the contemporary discourse
promoted by the Takween Center.

The findings indicate that many modernist readings rely on
methodological presuppositions that are inconsistent with the epistemological
structure of Islamic tradition, often disregarding the rigorous systems of
authentication, transmission, and scholarly verification developed by Muslim
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scholars. Consequently, such readings tend to produce reductionist
interpretations and unwarranted skepticism toward Islamic historical sources.

The study concludes by emphasizing the necessity of enhancing critical
awareness, distinguishing between legitimate academic inquiry and
ideologically driven reinterpretation, and affirming that meaningful intellectual
renewal in Islamic thought must be grounded in sound scholarly methodologies
rather than externally imposed theoretical frameworks.

Keywords: Modernity, Arab Thought, Prophetic Biography, Takween
Center
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