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RESEARCH ARTICLE

The Impact of Urban Planning and Sustainable Development on Crime

Reduction(An Analytical Study of Najaf Al-Ashraf City for the Year 2024)

Lateef Khudair Lateef Al-Anbagi
University of Kufa, Faculty of Urban Plannin

ABSTRACT

Urban planning is considered a vital tool in shaping the urban environment and influencing individual behaviors. Studies
indicate that there is a close relationship between city design and crime rates. To understand the influencing factors in
urban planning that may contribute to the emergence of urban crime, with a focus on social, economic, environmental, and
design aspects, this study aims to analyze the role of urban planning and integrated sustainable development in reducing
urban crimes and achieving social and economic justice.

To analyze the factors affecting the rise in crime rates, including economic factors such as unemployment and poverty,
social factors such as class disparity and weak community ties, and environmental and urban factors such as unsustainable
planning, the study focuses on the importance of sustainable policies and legislations capable of addressing urban crimes.

As spatial factors influencing the rise of crime rates were analyzed, the research relied on the descriptive analytical
approach through official and statistical reports, field study, and spatial analysis methods.

The conclusions revealed that there are four main factors that explain criminal behavior and social problems: providing
job opportunities, education, recreational services, and security, while weak development increases problems.

The results, when analyzing the relationship between negative indicators and developmental variables, showed a
correlation coefficient between them (+0.7).

As for the recommendations, they were to improve infrastructure and enhance sustainable urban planning to achieve
urban security.

KEYWORDS: Urban Planning, Sustainable, Development, Urban Crime, Urban Security.
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