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Abstract

This paper is devoted to studying the life of Sheikh Khidr
bin Shallal Al-Afkawiy Al-Najafi, tracing his scholarly journey,
which began in the Holy City of Najaf and continued until he
passed away there in the year 1255 AH. Biographies (Tarajim)
and the lives of prominent figures are of great importance in
Islamic history. Scholars have long been attentive in writing
° biographical dictionaries and compilations; indeed, some even
wrote their own biographies within their books so that their
scholarly efforts in study, teaching, and writing would not be

lost in the pages of history. Among the scholars of the virtuous
predecessors (al-Salaf al-Salih}—whose efforts and struggles
God blessed—was Sheikh Khidr bin Shallal Al-Afkawiy (may
God have mercy on him). Sheikh Al-Afkawiy was known for
asceticism (Zuhd), piety, and worship. He was among the most
° God-fearing people of his era, and the most prominent in righ-
teousness, spiritual integrity, and purity of thought. There are
many signs in the life of Sheikh Khidr bin Shallal. Perhaps the
most noticeable was his leading of the Prayer for Rain (Salat
al-Istisqa), upon which God said: "So We opened the gates
of heaven, with water pouring forth" [Al-Qamar: 11], and
his role in designating the most learned jurist (Al-A'lam) fol-
lowing the death of Sheikh Musa Kashif al-Ghita. It is notable
that he did not write a biography for himself, save for what oth-
ers wrote about him. As a biographer is never as knowledge-
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able as the subject themselves, many chapters of this esteemed
Sheikh's life remain ambiguous. It is possible, however, that he
wrote something concerning his life in his manuscript works.
Sheikh Khidr bin Shallal was not from a well-known scholar-
ly family; he was likely the most prominent figure within it.
Therefore, it is difficult to identify the origin of his search of
knowledge: Who advised this great Sheikh to seek knowledge
and enter history through its widest gates, or was the Sheikh
himself a lover of knowledge since his childhood? He left be-
hind many valuable works in Jurisprudence (Figh), Principles
of Jurisprudence (Usul), Theology (Aqaid), Visitation holy
shrines (Ziyarah), and Supplication (Dua’a), in addition to his
Practical Epistle (Risalah Amaliyah). Unfortunately, only one
of these great works has been published, the book Abwab al-Ji-
nan (The Gates of Gardens). Sheikh Khidr lived through the in-
ternal conflict between the Shumurt and Zugurt factions, which
he documented and recorded in his work, Al-Tuhfa Al-Gharaw-
iyya. He also lived through external conflict, represented by the
Wahhabi invasion of the Holy City of Najaf. He was among the
few who remained to defend the Sanctuary of the Commander
of the Faithful (Imam Ali), alongside the Sheikh of the Sect,
Sheikh Ja’far Kashif al-Ghita, and Sayyid Al-Amili (the author
of Miftah al-Karama). The famous phrase is attributed to him
during this event: "You are the Protector of the Sanctuary, yet
You [now] want a protector?" (Addressing Imam Ali).

Keywords: Khidr Shallal, Al-Afkawiy, The Hawza, Al-Tuhfa
Al-Gharawiyya.
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