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Stylistic Features in Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari's
(PBUH) Letters to His Followers

Abstract:

This study examines the stylistic features of Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari’s (PBUH) letters
addressed to his followers. They focus specifically on their phonological, syntactic, and &

semantic dimensions following an analysis of their artistic structure. The study reveals that _=.

the Imam’s texts are distinguished by a firm and eloquent rhetorical style that harmoniously 8

integrates clarity of meaning, expressive eloquence, and structural coherence. The openings §

of these letters typically begin with a tender supplication invoking asceticism and divine ¥

guidance, followed by the transitional formula “as for what follows™ to shift smoothly into &

the primary purpose of the letter.
The study further identifies clear markers of artistic cohesion throughout the texts, manifested 8
in carefully crafted introductions, well-defined thematic objectives, and impactful, &
eloquent conclusions. At the phonological level, the texts exhibit rthythmic balance, along \

with effective use of (paronomasia or quasi-homonymy), and strategic repetition, despite

their predominantly didactic and expository nature. At the syntactic level, the study notes |

a prominent use of verbal and performative sentence structures, in addition to skillful

deployment of grammatical particles and constructions to convey intended meanings with |

maximum rhetorical force and emotional resonance.

Finally, at the semantic level, the study uncovers profound layers of meaning that embody

religious, spiritual, and ethical guidance. These are articulated through refined rhetorical _::

devices such as metaphor, simile, and antithesis all woven into a tightly structured and highly
eloquent discursive style. Together, these features affirm the Imam’s (PBUH) exceptional
mastery of Arabic rhetoric and his profound ability to fuse spiritual instruction with N

unmatched linguistic artistry.

key words: Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari (PBUH), stylistic features, artistic §

construction, phonetic level.
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