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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the main challenges facing the

implementation of personal data protection laws in public administrations
through a comparative examination of the Iragi and Egyptian legal
frameworks. Personal data protection has become one of the most
significant contemporary legal issues, particularly in light of the rapid
digital transformation witnessed by public administrations, which has been
accompanied by an expansion in the collection, processing, and storage of
individuals’ personal data.The study is based on a central research problem
concerning the adequacy of the existing legal and regulatory frameworks in
both Iraq and Egypt to ensure effective protection of personal data within
public administrations, as well as their ability to keep pace with rapid
technological developments. To this end, the study adopts a comparative
methodology by analyzing the relevant legal texts and identifying
shortcomings and differences in the legal regulation of personal data
protection in the two countries.The study demonstrates that Iraq suffers
from the absence of a comprehensive, dedicated personal data protection
law, leading to fragmented legal rules and weak supervisory and
enforcement mechanisms. In contrast, Egypt has taken a more advanced
step by enacting the Personal Data Protection Law No. (151) of 2020;
however, its implementation within public administrations continues to
face legal, administrative, and technical challenges, most notably the
multiplicity of exceptions and weak institutional coordination.Furthermore,
the study concludes that inadequate technological infrastructure, the
increase in cyberattacks, and the lack of legal awareness and institutional
culture constitute common factors that hinder the effective implementation
of personal data protection laws in public administrations. The study
concludes by emphasizing the need to develop legislation, strengthen
institutional coordination, and build technical and human capacities to
ensure effective protection of personal data in both Irag and Egypt.
Keywords:personal data protection, public administrations, lragi law,
Egyptian law, digital transformation, cybersecurity.
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