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Abstract:
Praise be to Allah, the Most High, the All-Powerful; the One with—
out equal or counterpart; the Self-Sufficient who needs neither aid nor

oalall Sl plllg ey 5850082 ks

= supporter. He bore witness to His own Oneness and to the prophet—
3 hood of His Messenger. To Him belongs all praise in the manner He
{g; loves and is pleased with; to Him belongs all judgment, and to Him
3 is the final return. May blessings and peace be upon the Prophet, his
e family, and all his companions.

One of the most important sciences a student of knowledge mustlearn
is the science of balaghah (rhetoric), and more specifically the science
of bayan (figurative expression). This field has a profound impact on
human speech, for techniques such as metaphor, metonymy, and fig—
urative devices are arts no person can dispense with, given the beauty,
pleasure, and refined taste they convey. In particular, simile is consid—
ered one of the elegant modes of expression due to the aesthetic quali—
ties it adds to style, as well as its ability to evoke delight and curiosity
in the soul. Simile is one of the foundations of imagery and a major
source of artistic expression, for the perfection and beauty of imagery
lies in this eloquent art.

I have titled my article “The Imagistic Simile in the Poetry of Imam
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al-Shafi 1.” The poetry of Imam al-Shafi i is educational in nature, en—
compassing all forms of general and personal conduct, and presenting
a comprehensive moral methodology. These aspects motivated me
to choose his poetry in particular and this poet over others, for he was
ajurist, a scholar, and a poet at the same time. Thus, his poetry carries
noble objectives that benefit society.
My study in this article consists of an introduction and two sections. I
begin by clarifying the linguistic and technical meanings of imagery
and bayan. As for the two sections: in the first, I discuss the types of
simple simile, including the detailed explicit simile, the concise explicit
simile, and the eloquent (complete) simile. The second section is de—
voted to compound simile, where I address both implied and repre—
sentational similes.
I ask Almighty Allah to accept this humble effort for His noble sake
and in service of Arabic rhetoric and religion.
.Keywords: rhetoric, expression, metaphor, figurative language, metonymy
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