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Abstract:

This study examines the development of the political and party system in
Burkina Faso during the period from 1960 to 1990, within a broader context
marked by the rise of military coups in post-independence Africa. The fragility
of the national state, the weakness of political institutions, the persistence of
colonial influence, and the impact of the Cold War contributed to the dominance
of the military over political power, thereby hindering the emergence of a stable
party system. The study focuses on the rise of communist parties and currents,
supported by labor and student unions as well as segments of the military, and
the accompanying ideological orientations, culminating in the coup of August 4,
1983, and the rise of Thomas Sankara. This event represented a turning point
through the adoption of a leftist revolutionary project and the implementation of
wide-ranging social and that the revolutionary experience ended with the 1987
coup, reflecting a broader dilemma in the trajectory of political transformation in
post-colonial African states.

Keywords: Burkina Faso, Military Coups, Party System, Communist Parties,
Thomas Sankara.
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(1) Colin Bundy, Revolutionary Communism in Africa, Cape Town, University Press, South

Africa, 2003, p:337.
(2) Stefan Dahl, Upper Volta between Revolution and Marxism, Cambridge University Press,
London, 1990, p:216:
(3) Stefan Dahl, Ibid., p:218.
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(1)Anta Diop, Thomas Sankara's Left Revolution, Makerere University Press, Uganda, 2012,
p173
(2) Paul Crowther, Thomas Sankara; The Upright Revolutionary, Stanford University Press,
USA, 2007, p266.
(3) Anta Diop, Ibid., P176.
(4) Demba Moussa Dembele, Thomas Sankara; An Internal Approach to Development,
Oxford Press, London, 1995, p222.
(5) Michel Prairie, The Burkina Faso Revolution: 1983-1987, Ohio University Press, USA,
2007, pp133: 135.
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(1)Alexander Zimin, translated by: Stuart Hall, Socialism in Africa, Forning State University
Press, Russia, 2011, p.310.
(2) Stefan Dahl, op. cit., P.223.
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Brian j. Peterson, Thomas Sankara,: A Revolutionary in cold war Africa, Indiana University
Press, herman, 2021,p.23.
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(1) Allison Solomon, By Means of the Gun: African States after Assassination, A Thesis
submitted to The Faculty of Elliott School of International Affairs, The George Washington
University, 2011, p. 50.
(2) Roger Bila Kabore, Histoire Politique Du Burkina Faso 1919-2000, L'Harmattan, paris
2002, p.69.
(3) Bruno Jaffre, Biographie de Thomas Sankara La patrie ou la mort, op. cit.p.) ¢1.
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Harris M. Lentz, Heads of States and Governments Since 1945 through 1992, Routledge,
Londan, 2013, p..\YY
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(1) Brian j. Peterson, op. cit.p.113.
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(3)J. Tyler Dickovic, Revolutionizing Domestic Politics? Radical Experiences in Burkina
Faso, Ghana and Uganda in the 1980s, African Political Economy Review 36: 122, 2009, p.
526.
(4) Brian j. Peterson, Ibid., p.121.
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(1)Tesi di Laurea, Pan-Africanism, Neo-colonialism and Non-Alignment Similarities and

differences in the political thoughts of Kwame Nkrumah and Thomas Sankara, magistrale,

Kavoscari University, Venezia, 2014, p.30.

(2) Moorosi Leshoele, Pan—Africanism and African Renaissance in Contemporary Africa:

Lessons from Burkina Faso's Thomas Sankara, Doctor of Philosophy, University of South

Africa, 2019, p.21.

(3) Pierre Englebert, Burkina Faso Unsteady statehood in West African, Colorado, Oxford,

Westview Press, 1998, p.66.
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(1) Madness The Life, Politics and Legacies of Thomas Sankara, Foreword by Horace
Campbell, Pluto Press, London, 2018 ,p.37.
(2) Thomas Sankara , We Are Heirs of the World's Revolutions: Speeches from the Burkina
Faso revolution 1983-1987, Preface by Mary—Alice Waters, Edition: 2nd, Publisher:
Pathfinder Press, 2007, p.22.
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L'Harmattan, 1997, p.171.
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